What are the advantages, for a student, of partatipg in TURC?

The primary advantage of participating in TUR@dscational. TURC provides a

unique structure for students to work on challeggesearch or creative projects — and to
engage in meaningful community service — undegthdance of faculty mentors who

are committed to working closely with their studergometimes over a period of two or
more years. Typically there is no tuition paymeiitsHfree! TURC projects are built on
relationships of trust and one-on-one commitmeata/ben students and faculty mentors.
Through these relationships, students are chalteimgellectually and given the
opportunity to develop and demonstrate their inddpace, seriousness of purpose, and
organizational abilities. Such experiences helpsthdents to learn and grow in ways that
classroom experiences alone cannot provide. Téxgseriences also improve your
chances when applying for nationally competitivieadarships, awards, graduate school
or employment.

The mention of scholarships and awards brings ophan reason to participate in TURC.
University of Tulsa students have had great sudoesmning prestigious national
awards and scholarships, and much of this suceesbe attributed to their participation
in TURC. Students who have a record of independesgarch and leadership in
community service have an enormous advantage wh@giag for awards that can be
used to support undergraduate or graduate educdtiona Charleston, our Nationally
Competitive Scholarships Advisor and Associate @oeof TURC, works tirelessly to
help students identify appropriate opportunitiasdempetitions and to assist students
during the application process. Again, this valaaervice is provided as part of your
education at TU — it costs you nothing.

Finally, there are some financial incentives fortiggpating in TURC. TURC students in
good standing who have participated in the progiamat least one full semester are
eligible to apply for the summer program. Thisgreom is for students interested in
focusing on their independent projects without hgwo keep up with a full course load.
If accepted into the summer program, TURC studeratg request room, board, and a
modest living stipend for a period of about ten keee

What does it mean for a student to be in “good siarg.”

Admission to TURC entails certain responsibilities.addition to actually carrying out
your proposed research and community service, thet mmportant of these are (1)
Submission of approximately 1000-1500 word progrepsrts at the end of each
semester that you are in the program and (2) pregparpresentation on your project for
the Student Research Colloquium which is held gaeln in the spring semester.

If | am an established TURC student in good standiris my acceptance into the
summer program more or less guaranteed?

No, summer program applications are evaluatedase by case basis. Some are
funded, and some are not, depending on the strexfigiie applications.



What are the advantages, for a faculty member, aftgipating in TURC?

The primary reason for faculty participation is Ipably the opportunity to work closely
with motivated students in an area of shared isteralso, by integrating one or more

TURC students into aspects of their research, fiacody get some valuable help and

collaboration while at the same time furthering ¢aeication of the student.

Should students wait until their junior or seniorear to apply to TURC?

No. In fact TURC encourages students to applynduttieir freshman or sophomore
years. The latest one may apply is in the firstessigr of one’s junior year.

| really want to participate in the TURC summer pgoam, but my TURC mentor won't
be around to help me. Can | do the summer progranyway?

It is indeed possible to participate in the sumpregram when your mentor is not
available, but your proposal should clearly delteeshat you will be doing and to whom
you will be accountable. For example, if a TURGdsnt plans to focus heavily on
community service during the summer, the propadsalil describe such plans clearly
and perhaps include a letter of support from aitiaffat the organization at which
services will be provided.

I’'m in Arts & Sciences and have noticed that the RC program has different
guidelines and admissions policies in other collsgeNhy can’t the University have just
one TURC program and one set of rules?

TURC is pursued somewhat differently in the différeolleges, for the most part because
research traditions and project needs vary betwessiplines. For example, TURC
students in Chemistry might work as part of a téauam laboratory, but that model would
not be appropriate for the English department. TUHas adapted to such differences by
being flexible and accommodating differences in egearch and creative work are
pursued in each of the colleges. While a singteokrules might sound convenient, such
“standardization” would diminish TURC'’s ability encourage and support the wide
variety of pursuits available to students in outeges.

Does TURC support students in the Arts? For examphhat about a project that
consists of a series of paintings around a partiautheme?

The Arts & TURC program places high priority on poging students in the performing,
studio, and creative arts. In fact, more thanra thf the A&S TURC over the past
several years have come from the arts, includingi®)rheatre, and the School of Art.
In many instances these projects combined elenoémésearch with pure creative
endeavor, such as combining a painting project stitldying the works of an established
artist whose technique or approach was relevathetgtudent’s goals.



Why does TURC have a community service requiremehtRought TURC was a
research and creative program. Does my communégge project have to be related
to my research or creative project?

A fundamental precept of the TURC program is thlaf dRC students have an obligation
to give something back to the community. Whiles ihot the only avenue at TU for
faculty-mentored undergraduate research, it hescéttd national attention due to its
unique integration of scholarship, research ande®r From its inception in 1994, TURC
has sought to encourage the development of studémtsare socially responsible and
civically engaged by requiring all participantsaiagage in meaningful community
service. This requirement grows out of a philogoiptat emphasizes not only the pursuit
of knowledge and innovation, but also the convictioat research and creativity should
be applied in ways that benefit our communities.

As a practical matter, the synergy between researdlcommunity service often suggests
new avenues of inquiry and potential applicatiovsur future employers or graduate
school program will be impressed by your commuségvice not only because it testifies
to your commitment to important causes, but alsmabse it demonstrates the ability to get
work done in complex, real-world settings. Studetiterefore, are encouraged to find
community service projects that mesh with theieagsh or creative endeavors. However,
this is not in any sense a requirement. The nmygbrtant thing is that you establish
community service goals that you are committednib that give you an opportunity to
make a real difference.

If | want TURC support over the summer, how muchahid | request?

Typically summer awards provide ten weeks of romh laoard in TU housing plus about
$600 for living expenses over a six week periodteNhat room and board is usually
available only to students who live outside thes@udrea and therefore cannot stay with
their parents during the summer. Award amountsveay somewhat—for example, it
might make sense for some students to request say)veeks of support. Such requests
will be considered, but they must be accompanieddsr justifications.

| have a busy class schedule, so | don’t really badime to do TURC during the school
year. Can | pursue TURC only during the summers?

Because the program is designed to encourage klight out and sustained projects,
TURC cannot fund “summer only” projects. Our retshows that many students have
carried out TURC projects during the regular academar while handling difficult class
loads and extra-curricular activities.

Where can | get more information, if | have questis that aren’t covered in this list?



You can start with your faculty advisor or with Breter Stromberg, Director of the Arts
& Sciences TURC Program. Dr. Stromberg is in tlep&tment of Anthropology and can
be reached by email peter-stromberg@utulsa.eduby phone at (918) 631-2801.




