
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The University of Tulsa 
STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Compiled Fall, 2007 
 

Once during Fall and Spring Semester, the Clinical Psychology Students come 
together with the Clinical Director for a Town Hall Meeting to address community 
concerns and issues, plans, etc.    
 
We also celebrate student accomplishments!  This is a list of the latest 
accomplishments of students.  
 
 
Presentations 
 
Bartley, E. J., Williams, A. E., & Rhudy, J. L. (May, 2007). The influence of pain catastrophizing on 

emotional modulation of nociceptive reactions (ECON). Poster presented at the annual meeting of 
the American Pain Society, Washington, DC.  

 
Bartley, E. J., Williams, A. E., & Rhudy, J. L.  (October, 2007). Affective modulation of the acoustic 

startle eyeblink reflex in fibromyalgia.  Poster to be presented at the annual meeting of the Society 
for Psychophysiological Research, Savannah, GA. 

 
Byrd, P.M., & Davis, J.L. (November, 2007). Physical abuse and violent behavior among female 

inmates:  Anger as a possible mediator. Poster submitted to the annual meeting of the International 
Society of Traumatic Stress Studies, Baltimore, MD.  

 
Byrd, P.M., Ensor, K., & Davis, J.L. (November, 2007). Anger and sexual risk taking behaviors. Poster 

submitted to the annual meeting of the International Society of Traumatic Stress Studies, 
Baltimore, MD. 

 
Combs, D., Tiegreen, J., Adams, S. and Stem, P., (November, 2007) SCIT for inpatients with 

schizophrenia.  Symposium presentation at the convention meeting of the Association for 
Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies. 

 
Ensor, K.M., Davis, J.L., Wright, D., Pennington, H.E., Elder, M., Byrd, P.M., & Wright, D. (2007). 

Evaluation of outcome in a cognitive behavioral treatment for chronic trauma-related nightmares. 



To be presented at the annual meeting of the International Society of Traumatic Stress Studies, 
Baltimore, MD. 

 
Fernandez, S.N., Ensor, K.M., Davis, J.L., Byrd, P.M., Rhudy, J.L. (2007).  Symptom improvement 

over time for a cognitive-behavioral treatment for nightmares related to PTSD. To be presented at 
the annual meeting of the International Society of Traumatic Stress Studies, Baltimore, MD.   

 
Finn, J.A., Harkness, A.R., McNulty, J.L., Ben-Porath, Y.S., & Arbisi, P.A. (April, 2007). Improving 

the prediction of psychotic phenomena: Conceptual and methodological replication with PSY-5R 
scales and structural equation modeling. Paper presented at the 42nd Annual MMPI-2 Symposium, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL.  

 
Inness, L. T., Davis. J.L., & Ensor, K.M. (2007). Nightmares and sleep disturbance in children and 

adolescents by trauma status. To be presented at the annual meeting of the International Society of 
Traumatic Stress Studies, Baltimore, MD.  

 
Isaacs, R. E., McNulty, J., Harkness, A., Graham, J. R., & Ben-Porath, Y. S. (April, 2007). Validity of 

the MMPI-2 PSY-5 scales in African American and Caucasian outpatients. Paper presented at the 
annual MMPI-2/A Symposium, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 

 
Isaacs, R. E., Wanner, J., Ledet, S. N., Nelson, A., Combs, D. R., & Basso, M. R. (August, 2007). 

Predictors of outcome in dual diagnosis inpatients with substance abuse. Poster presented at the 
annual  convention of the American Psychological Association, San Francisco, CA.  

 
Isaacs, R. E., Wanner, J., Ledet, S. N., Nelson, A., Combs, D. R., &  Basso, M. R. (August, 2007). 

Predictors of outcome in dual diagnosis inpatients with substance abuse. Poster presented at the 
National  Institute on Drug Abuse Early Career Investigators Poster Session, San  Francisco, CA. 

 
Ledet, S. N., Tiegreen, J., Wanner, J., Nelson, A., Isaacs, R. E., &  Combs, D. R. (August, 2007). 

Predictors of aggression and violence among incarcerated males. Poster presented at the annual 
convention of the American Psychological Association. San Francisco, CA. 

 
Lim, L., Finch, J., McNulty, J.L., Harkness, A.R., Graham, J.R., Ben-Porath, Y.S. (April, 2007). 

Validity of the PSY-5R introversion scale in an outpatient community mental health center sample: 
Therapist ratings. Poster presented at the 42nd Annual MMPI-2 Symposium, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 

 
Pennington, H.E., Davis, J.L., Ensor, K.M., Byrd, P.M., & Wright, D. (2007). Predictors of replicative 

nightmares. To be presented at the annual meeting of the International Society of Traumatic Stress 
Studies, Baltimore, MD. 

 
Russell, J.L., Williams, A.E., McCabe, K.M., & Rhudy, J.L. (October, 2007) Emotional modulation of 

nociceptive reactions: Do borderline personality traits  play a role? Poster accepted for presentation 
at the annual meeting of  the Society for Psychophysiological Research, Savannah, GA.  

 



Russell, J.L., McCabe, K.M., Williams, A.E., Maynard, L.J., & Rhudy, J.L. (May, 2007). The effects 
of borderline personality traits on nociception and pain. Poster presented at the annual meeting of 
the American Pain  Society, Washington, D.C. 

 
Shields, R., Basso, M., Ward, T., Baughman, B., Tracy, V., Candilis, P., Johnson, J., Combs, D.,  
      & Arnett, P. (August, 2007). Neuropsychological deficits and pain in multiple sclerosis. Poster 

presented at the meeting of the American Psychological Association, San Francisco, CA. 
 
Weisenburger, S.M., McNulty, J.L., Harkness, A.R., Graham, J.R., Ben-Porath, Y.S. (2007, April). 

Validity of the PSY-5R aggressiveness scale in an outpatient community mental health center 
sample: Therapist ratings. Poster presented at the 42nd Annual MMPI-2 Symposium, Fort 
Lauderdale, FL. 

 
Weisenburger, S.M., McNulty, J.L., Harkness, A.R., Graham, J.R., Ben-Porath, Y.S. (2007, April). 

The interpretation of low PSY-5R scores. Poster presented at the 42nd Annual MMPI-2 
Symposium, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 

 
Weisenburger, S.M., Harkness, A.R., McNulty, J.L., Finch, J., Hutchinson, N., Lim, L., Witheridge, K. 

(2007, April). Validity of the new PSY-5R scales in a large outpatient sample. Paper presented at 
the 42nd Annual MMPI-2 Symposium, Fort Lauderdale, FL.  

 
Witheridge, K., Hutchinson, N., McNulty, J.L., Harkness, A.R., Graham, J.R., Ben-Porath, Y.S. (April, 

2007). Validity of the PSY-5R negative emotionality/neuroticism scale in an outpatient community 
mental health center sample: Therapist ratings. Poster presented at the 42nd Annual MMPI-2 
Symposium, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 

 
Publications 
 
Byrd, P.M., & Davis, J.L. (In Press). Violent behavior in female inmates: Possible predictors. Journal 

of Interpersonal Violence. 
 
Combs, D.R., Tiegreen, J., & Nelson, A. (2007). The use of behavioral experiments to modify 

delusions and paranoia: Clinical guidelines and recommendations. International Journal of 
Behavioral Consultation & Therapy, 3 (1), 30-37. 

 
Davis, J.L., Byrd, P., Rhudy, J.L., & Wright, D.C. (In Press). Characteristics of chronic nightmares in a 

trauma exposed clinical sample. Dreaming. 
 
Harrington, T. & Newman, E. (2007) Evaluating post-traumatic stress disorder among treatment 

engaged substance abusing women. Addictive Behaviors. 32, 2788–2798 
 
Lomax, L. (2007). “Boys Will Be Boys": Juvenility, mental retardation, and the death penalty. The 

Tulsa Law Review. 
 
Nelson, A.L., Combs, D.R., Penn, D.L., & Basso, M.R. (2007). Subtypes of social perception deficits 

in schizophrenia. Schizophrenia Research, 94, 139-147. 



 
Rippy, A. & Newman, E. (In Press) Adaptation of a scale of race related stress for use with Muslim 

Americans. Journal of Muslim Mental Health.  
 
Rhudy, J.L., Williams, A.E., McCabe, K.M., & Russell, J.L.  (In Press).  Emotional control of 

nociceptive reactions (ECON): Do affective valence and arousal play a role? Pain.  
 
Williams, A.E. & Rhudy, J. L. (2007). The influence of conditioned fear on human pain thresholds:  

Does preparedness play a role?. Journal of Pain.  
 
Williams, A.E. & Rhudy, J.L. (in press). Affective modulation of eyeblink reactions to noxious sural 

nerve stimulation:  A supraspinal measure of nociceptive reactivity? International Journal of 
Psychophysiology.  

 
Awards 
 
Emily Bartley 

• University of Tulsa Student Research Grant ($500). Physiological reactivity and headache 
disorders. 

• Society for Psychophysiological Research (SPR) Student Travel Award ($500). Affective 
modulation of the acoustic startle eyeblink reflex in fibromyalgia. 
 

Patty Byrd  
• Violence among female inmates. University of Tulsa Women Studies Board. Funded, 

$1000.00, 2007-2008. 
 
Jacob Finn  

• Won the Student Presenter Award for his paper, Improving the Prediction of Psychotic 
Phenomena: Conceptual and Methodological Replication with PSY-5R Scales and Structural 
Equation Modeling, at the 42nd Annual MMPI-2/A Symposium. The Student Presenter Award 
also came with a $500 cash prize. 

• Received a Chapman Distinguished Ph.D. Award of $225 in order to attend the workshop 
“Structural Equation Modeling: Foundations and Extended Applications” offered by the 
University of Kansas. 

 
Rebecca Isaacs 

• APA Inter-Divisional (CODAPAR) Student Poster Award from APA Divisions 22, 28, 40, and 
50 for 2007 poster ($160). 

• National Institute on Drug Abuse Early Career Investigator Poster Award from 
NIDA/NIAAA/APA Divisions 28 and 50 for 2007 poster ($750). 

 
Jennifer Russell  

• Student Travel Award, Society for Psychophysiological Research, $500, October 2007. 
 
Sara Tiegreen 



• 3rd place OPA poster presentation award. "Does Amount of Trauma Exposure Impact 
Emotional Reactions to Research Procedures?"  

 
Josh Tiegreen 

• 1st place OPA poster presentation award. Tiegreen, J.A., Ledet, S.N, & Combs, D.R. (2007).  
Emotion and mistrust: The relationship between paranoia and mood symptoms. Poster 
presented at the annual conference of the Oklahoma Psychological Association. Oklahoma 
City, OK. 

 
Workshops 
 
Davis, J.L., Byrd, P.M., & Tracy, V.L. (April, 2007). Sweet dreams: A cognitive behavioral approach 
to treating trauma-related nightmares. Workshop presented at the annual meeting of the Southwestern 
Psychological Association, Fort Worth, TX 
 


