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Meeting Our Mission 
 

J. Markham Collins, Ph.D. 

 

It has been another successful year for Friends 

of Finance: eight outstanding executive 

luncheon speakers with an average registration 

of 431 per meeting; over 400 members; and 

contributions to the Finance Excellence fund 

approaching $200,000.  As we wrap up the 

academic year, it seems appropriate to reflect 

on our progress.   

 

The Friends of Finance organizational meeting 

was May 7, 1985.  Approximately 100 of us 

met on the top floor of the First National Bank.  

My memories are quite vivid, probably 

because it was my birthday and Bob Prince, 

Bruce Currie, and Chris Wolking brought out 

a surprise birthday cake, mid-meeting.  Interest 

in starting an organization was high. 

 

In those early days, Friends of Finance adopted 

this Mission:  to provide active support of the 

Finance Department, the College of Business 

Administration, and The University of Tulsa in 

their quest to gain national prominence for 

their educational programs, student body, 

alumni, and faculty. 

 

In 1985 the Department of Finance had six 

faculty members and 127 undergraduate 

finance majors.  The College of Business 

Administration and TU had yet to achieve 

national rankings. 

 

Twenty nine years later, in 2014, we are the 

School of Finance, Operations Management, 

and International Business with eight Finance 

faculty and 231 undergraduate finance majors.  

In addition, we have 44 Master of Science in 

Finance majors and 60 International Business 

and Language majors in our School.  We also 

have eight additional faculty members in the 

other areas of the School, making 16 total.  We 

have more than doubled during this 29-year 

period. 

 

In the last few years, the Collins College of 

Business has consistently been in the top 50 

(undergraduate) or top 100 (graduate) US 

business schools, as ranked by Bloomberg 

Business Week.  We hold the top rankings in 

Oklahoma.  The University has consistently 

ranked in the top 100 of the nation’s 

comprehensive doctoral research universities, 

again top in Oklahoma. 

 

As a researcher, I understand correlation is not 

causality.  However, the common theme for all 

this progress is obviously Friends of Finance.  I 

think we are on the right track to meet our 

mission. 

 

The future looks bright as well.  Dean 

Sullenberger has provided funding to expand 

the Williams Risk Management Center.  This 

home of our electronic software and hardware 

is really at the heart of many of our Finance 

courses, certainly the Student Investment 

Fund.  With the expansion, we will go from 23 

to 40 work stations, allowing more students to 

participate in the SIF every semester.  We hope 

to add several new Bloomberg terminals in the 

Center, as well. 

 

National prominence, reputation, requires 

outstanding faculty and students who build that 

reputation through expanding the set of 

knowledge in the field and in the workplace.  

Our academic programs are centered on our 

students.  Without opportunities to apply what 

they are learning, our students will not be as 

well-trained as they could be.  So we invite you 

to contact Judy Adair, Dr. Richard Burgess, or 

me with your internship opportunities and full-

time positions.  We appreciate all the Friends 

of Finance members do to help us meet the 

mission.  

  



 

 

 

2014-2015 

Executive Speaker Series Luncheons 
Sean Connolly 

Mark Casady 
Chairman & CEO 

LPL Financial 

September 11, 2014 
 

 
 

 
Steve Bradshaw 

President & CEO 
Bank of Oklahoma 

October 16, 2014 
 

 

 
Kimberly Bowers 

President & CEO 

CST Brands 

November 18, 2014 
 

 
Ben Nelson 

Former Senator, Governor 
CEO of National Assn. of 
Insurance Commissioners 

January 2015 
 

Michael Hagedorn 
Vice Chairman 

UMB Financial Corp. 

February 18, 2015 
 

 

 

 
Mike Dubose 

Global VP 
W. W. Grainger 

March 11, 2015 
 

 

 

 
Pete Delaney 

Chairman, Pres. & CEO 

OG&E Energy Corp. 
April 23, 2015 

 
 

 
John Richels 
President & CEO 

Devon Energy 

May 28, 2015 
 

 

 



 

 

Leadership 
 

Our officers and directors for 2014-2015 are:  

 

Officers 

President   Sam Combs, ComStar Advisors 

VP Programs Don Quint, Quint & Associates 

Treasurer  Shawn Crisp, Trust Company of 

Oklahoma 

Secretary  Roberta Preston, Girl Scouts of 

Eastern Oklahoma 

 

Directors 

J. Markham Collins, TU 

David Dunham, Unit Corporation 

Marcia MacLeod, WPX Energy 

Phil Reedy 

Derek Reiners, ONEOK, Inc. 

Frank Rhoades, Rhoades Oil Company 

Paul Samuels, Morgan Stanley  

 
 

 

Honors and Awards 
 

The University of Tulsa’s Collins College of 

Business dedicated an evening to the honor and 

recognition of student, faculty, staff, and alumni 

accomplishments at the annual Honors and 

Awards Banquet on Friday, April 25, at the Allen 

Chapman Activity Center.  The School of 

Finance, Operations Management, and 

International Business was well represented. 

 

Robert Russell, Collins Professor 

of Operations Management 

received the Mayo Research 

Excellence Award. 

 

 

Tim Coburn, Professor of Energy 

& Operations Management 

received the Graduate Faculty 

Excellence Award.  

 

Valerie Roarty (BSBA Finance & Econ. ’14) and 

Thomas Porter (BSBA 

Finance & Energy Mgmt.  

‘14) were named 2014 

David R. Lawson 

Outstanding Seniors 

awarded for academic 

excellence, leadership and service to the College. 

 

 

Chunyong (Louis) Luo (MSF’14) 

was honored as the Outstanding MSF 

Graduate student. 

 

 

Phoebe Hardwicke (BSBA ’14) was honored as 

the Outstanding Finance Undergrad for 2014. 

 

Marina Haver (BSIBL ’14) was honored as the 

Outstanding International Business and 

Language Undergrad for 2014

 

  



 

 

2013-2014 

Finance Excellence Fund 

Honor Roll 
 

 

Finance Excellence Fund Honor Members to date are: 
 

Finance Sponsor $25,000 - $99,999 

    Mike & Kathi Colby 
 

Finance Founder $10,000 - $24,999 

 Bob & Sharon Prince 

 

Finance Partner $5,000 - $9,999 

    Michael Krimbill 

    Al Walker/Anadarko Petroleum 
 

Finance Benefactors $1,500 - $4,999 

Joe Adwon  

Keith Bailey  

Arnold Brown  

Tom Campbell  

Sam & Rita Combs  

George & Jennie Collins Foundation  

Helmerich & Payne  

Jim Holloman  

J.P. Morgan Chase  

Tammie Maloney  

  
 

Finance Patrons $1,000 - $1,499 

Adams Hall Wealth Mgmt.  

Richard & Ellen Burgess  

Donald Chappel  

J. Markham & Becky Collins  

Steve Hildebrand  

Pete Meinig  

Craig Owens  

Derek Reiners  

Frank Rhoades  
 

Finance Associates $500 - $999 

Nick & Barbara Allen Gordon Nielsen 

Jim Arens Jody Parker 

Ben Abney Bill Snow 

Sharon Bell Don Quint 

Laurie Brown Purser Tom Warburton 

Jeff Davis Dick Williamson 

Jake Dollarhide Chris Wolking 

Bob Fredrickson Zarrow Foundation 

Jack & Joan Koehle Steve Zenthoefer 

Kieran Major  

  

 

Finance Friends $100 - $499 

Kent Allingham R. J. James 

Ryan Andrews John Kauth 

Loren Armstrong Stephen Layton 

Tory Baker Sandy Leeds 

Mike Bartlett Max Mason 

Roger Bey Jim McGill 

Dale Billam Joe McGraw 

Denie Buchanan Callie Mitchell 

BUDCO Johnson Moore 

Nevyle Cable Linda Nichols 

Jim Colgan Greg Oliphant 

Andrew Comstock Bob Paulsen 

Megan Cordle Pam Peck 

Lee Crawley Frauke Quiroga 

George Dallas Tom Redman 

Harry Dandelles Phil Reedy 

Mike Dill Patsy Savage 

Frederick Drummond Kelly Schneider 

Bill Fader Brooke Snyder 

Tally Ferguson Cherl Snyder 

Debbie Fleming Tom Stees 

Bob Fries Bruce Stoesser 

Francis Gajan Gale Sullenberger 

Steve Ganzkow Richard Sullivan 

Bob Geweniger Ross Swimmer 

Keith Goddard Baxter Thorman 

Carlynne Holmes Bob Traband 

Mike Huckaby Dudley Viles 

Russell Iorio Weidong Zhou 

  

  

  

  

Finance Donors $1- $99 

Andrew Aguirre John Hartman 

Scott Bennett Bob Jennings 

John Buxton Mary Korthase 

Bob Dupree Dennis Reecher 

Jane Faulkenberry Philip Viles 

Irving Fenster Meg Whitney 

Jayne Gilsinger  

 


