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MIND THE GAP:

Understanding &
Responding to
Disconnects in

Teaching & Learning

Our work as teachers becomes more challenging
every year in part because of a widening gap between
our own perceptions and expectations and the lived
realities that our students bring to their college
experience. In this session we will isolate and explore
some of these disconnects and review some of the
strategies we can use to manage (but not eliminate)
them.

Some of the tensions we’ll address are: our emphasis
on learning vs. their focus on grades; our memories
of our own college experience vs. the chaos of
student lives today; our talk of merit and their talk of
effort; our conception of excellence vs. what worked
for them in high school; our sense of time vs. theirs;
and the needs of male students vs. those of female
students.

% John Immerwahr is professor of
1, philosophy at Villanova University and
% Senior Rescarch Fellow at the Public
Agenda. At Villanova University he served
as Associate Vice President for Academic
Affairs from 1996 to 2007 and prior to that was chair of
the Philosophy Department. He is the founder and
director of TeachPhilosophy101.org, a website featuring
resources for philosophy professors. His publications in
philosophy primarily focus on 18" Century Philosophy
(especially the work of David Hume) and he has also
written a number of articles on teaching philosophy.



http://www.teachphilosophy101.org/�

