
History of TURC:
The Tulsa Undergraduate Research Challenge was 
founded in 1992 to encourage and support 
undergraduate students who engage in innovative 
research projects while also devoting a substantial 
amount of time towards serving the community.  
 
Raising TURC’s Profile
TURC scholars from our three undergraduate colleges 
have brought prestige to TU by winning an incredible 
104 nationally and internationally competitive 
scholarships, including Goldwater Scholarships, National 
Science Foundation Fellowships, Truman Scholarships, 
Department of Defense Fellowships, Udall Scholarships, 
Phi Kappa Phi Fellowships, Fulbright Scholarships, and 
British Marshall Scholarships. In the past decade, TU has 
produced 33 Goldwater scholars — surpassing Cornell 
University, Brown University and MIT. 

Tulsa Undergraduate  
Research Challenge

Through TURC I have learned how to 
conduct in-depth research in the 
business field and how to present my 
findings in a clear and confident 
manner. I not only feel equipped to 
succeed, I feel empowered to pursue 
my aspirations.

Zadora Hightower 
International Business and Language

 Noam Faingold 
Music 2007 

The mentorship that I received 
during my TURC project was a vital 
part of my educational experience. 
It was like an apprenticeship in 
which I was able to cultivate and 
develop my interests.

The program is not all about 
research in a science lab.As a 
theatre major, TURC was open and 
excited about such an innovative 
and new project: the study of solo 
performance pieces. Not only has 
the research I've completed 
through TURC benefited me as a 
student at TU, it has opened up 

doors that wouldn't have been known to me 
otherwise.

Jordan Herskowitz 
Theatre

For more information about  
supporting TURC, please contact  
Miranda Pugh (918) 631-3287 or  

miranda-pugh@utulsa.edu

The University of Tulsa does not discriminate on the basis of personal status 
or group characteristics including but not limited to the classes protected 

under federal and state law in its programs, services, aids, or benefits. 
Inquiries regarding implementation of this policy may be addressed to the 

Office of Human Resources, 800 South Tucker Drive, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74104-3189, (918) 631-2616. Requests for accommodation of disabilities may 

be addressed to the University’s 504 Coordinator, Dr. Jane Corso, (918) 
631-2315. To ensure availability of an interpreter, five to seven days notice is 
needed; 48 hours is recommended for all other accommodations. TU#8084

Noam is TU’s first recipient of the prestigious JKC 
Graduate Fellowship. He is attending graduate school 
at New York University. In 2007, he was included in the 
BBC’s list of the top twenty musicians considered to be 
‘The Next Big Thing’ in the future of music.

Zadora, who was born in Germany, has a vibrant 
enthusiasm for other cultures. She is spending the spring 
semester in South America. Upon graduation, Zadora will 
pursue a career in International Business.

Jordan is currently studying in Cape Town, South Africa, 
and working in Kensington Township near Cape Town 
where he teaches drama to high school students. He 
has written and performed a one-man play that focuses 
on his family and growing up Jewish. Michael Wright, 
Jordan’s faculty mentor, describes him as “fearless”. 



Why is TURC important?
TURC incorporates research, publication and community 
service-essential elements that advance The University 
of Tulsa’s academic mission and enhance its national 
reputation. Besides winning national scholarships, TURC 
students present papers at conferences, write articles 
that are published in academic journals, and initiate 
service projects with a broad and meaningful impact on 
the community.  

What is TURC?
TURC offers talented undergraduate students

• the opportunity to conduct significant scholarly 
research, working side-by-side with faculty mentors;

• challenging courses, including graduate-level 
classes;

• opportunities for innovative service to the 
community.

TURC Membership
Support this innovative program by becoming a member, 
fellow or distinguished fellow. Membership gifts provide 
TURC students with:

• The opportunity to conduct scholarly research during 
TURC's summer program and throughout the year;

• Travel funds to attend and present research posters 
and papers at conferences;

• Support for specialized research equipment and needs.

TURC Membership Levels
■ Alumni Fellows*	 $50 - $249
■ Members		  $250 - $1,499
■ Fellows		  $1,500 - $2,999
■ Distinguished Fellows	 $3,000 +
* Open only to alumni who participated in the TURC program

Payment Method
Gift Amount 
■ Check enclosed (payable to The University of Tulsa)

■ VISA    ■ MasterCard    ■ Discover    ■ AmEx

	 Card#				    Exp

	 Signature

Bill me ■ Monthly ■ Quarterly ■ Other
Special instructions:
■ I have remembered TU in my estate planning
■ My employer has a matching gift program. I 

have enclosed a form.

Mail To

TURC Membership • The University of Tulsa
800 South Tucker Drive
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74104
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Tulsa Undergraduate Research Challenge

Leading TU Into  
National Prominence 
The world needs leadership — every day, in every 
corner of the world. Of the many outstanding 
programs at The University of Tulsa, TURC 
consistently creates leaders in scholarship, research 
and public life, and TURC's success has led TU to 
scholastic prominence. 

Fostering Leaders to  
Shape a New World 
The University of Tulsa's TURC Program is unique 
in its commitment to the individual student. It 
has been successful in preparing students for a 
life of community engagement and in garnering 
internationally competitive fellowships and 
scholarships. These young men and women of high 
intellect and promise have wide-ranging career 
aspirations – all with the goal of making the world a 
better, safer place.

TU provides me with the 
resources to learn but TURC 
inspired my determination to be 
an aggressive learner.

Joseph Edmonds 
Computer Science

Joseph studies digital forensics research and has 
interned for the Secret Service’s Criminal Investigation 
Division in Washington D.C. for two summers in a 
row. In 2007 he spent two weeks working with the 
Secretary of State of California running penetration 
tests on electronic voting machines.


